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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
KELLY, a Senator from the State of Ar-
izona. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, continue to guard the 

path of the godly. Lord, You have filled 
us with reverential awe for You. So 
please keep our feet from stumbling or 
slipping. We acknowledge that without 
the shield of Your favor, our law-
makers labor in vain. 

Bless them as they embrace Your 
promise in Psalm 84:11, which states, 
‘‘The Lord will withhold no good thing 
from those who do what is right.’’ May 
this promise motivate our Senators to 
refuse to deviate from integrity. 

Mighty God, be a refuge and strength 
for us all. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 12, 2021. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK KELLY, a Sen-

ator from the State of Arizona, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. KELLY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

ISSUES FACING AMERICA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now, 
later this morning, the four congres-
sional leaders will meet with President 
Biden and Vice President HARRIS at the 
White House. 

Speaking for the Democrats, our 
hope is to come together and find com-
mon ground where we can work in a bi-
partisan way to overcome the many 
challenges of our time. We cannot be 
small-minded or passive. We must be 
big and bold to meet the changes in the 
world, the rapid changes that are oc-
curring in the world. 

The world is rapidly changing and 
has been for some time. Just like the 
steam engine launched the Industrial 
Revolution and a century of tumul-
tuous change and electricity changed 
things dramatically in the latter half 
of the 19th and early parts of the 20th 
century, the internet has launched the 
technological revolution. 

We are living through that period of 
massive change everywhere: in media, 
communications, transportation, how 
we learn and work and live. The world 
is not going back to the old way that it 
was, and America needs to adapt so our 
workers, families, and businesses can 

compete and prosper in the 21st cen-
tury. 

There are so many different changes. 
Let me just point out one that our so-
ciety has basically neglected, and that 
is about childcare. When I was a kid in 
the late fifties and early sixties, the 
typical American family had two 
spouses, only one of whom worked. I 
would get home from school every day, 
and there would be my mom for me, 
my brother, and sister, with milk and 
cookies, to make sure we drank our 
milk. She didn’t care if we ate our 
cookies. 

And she asked us: Did you have 
homework? We went out to play, but 
she was keeping an eye on us. We 
would play in the street. That was one 
of the places I learned the most, just 
playing stickball and other stuff in the 
streets of Brooklyn. 

But, in any case, that is not true 
anymore. The typical American family 
is not the way it used to be. The vast 
majority are either single-parent fami-
lies or two-parent families where both 
work. That means that childcare is 
much more needed to maximize both 
the happiness and productivity of our 
society in the 21st century. 

Parents sweat over childcare. They 
need to go to work, but who is going to 
watch the kids? Can they afford 
childcare? Is it good enough for the 
children, of course, whom they love? 
Our children are our most precious pos-
session. And if we don’t dramatically 
change childcare, we are going to fall 
far behind, far behind. I read some-
where that of the 37 OECD nations, we 
are 36th in childcare. Only Turkey is 
lower. 

In general, these things should not be 
partisan issues. Infrastructure and 
jobs, putting our economy on firm 
ground should be the work of both 
Democrats and Republicans. 

Another change, obviously, is cli-
mate. In the fifties and sixties, we 
didn’t even imagine a world with cli-
mate change. In the last 20 years, it 
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